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This Summer: Iconic Artists, 
Newly Reimagined

Pictured above: Dayna Dantzler, Zak 
Edwards, Crystal Kellogg, Dion Simmons 
Grier, and Lani Corson. Photo by John 
Jones.

Page 1

Richard Hopkins. “It is classy, 
sophisticated, smart, moving, 
and emotionally intelligent is a 
rarity in this day and age.” 

A thrilling celebration of life 
and the fighting spirit that 
exists within all of us, this 
nonstop hit parade is filled with 
your old favorites and what are 
soon-to-be new favorites! This 
isn’t your everyday run-of-the-
mill revue – these characters 
are underdogs: they go on 
journeys, have relationships, 
and make discoveries. Each 
song tells a story and gives 
us glimpses into the worlds 
of many different characters. 
Everything blends seamlessly 
together to make a delightful 
evening at the theatre.

“Kander and Ebb have a real 
connection with the underdog, 
the person who is struggling, 
who is trying to create a better 
life,” said Scott Ellis, co-creator 
of the original production. 

“You can see it in many of their 
songs. Sometimes you win, 
sometimes you lose, sometimes 
you’re sad, but the world keeps 
spinning, the world goes round, 
so you have to keep going. 
Maybe this time I’ll win. And 
on and on.”

Making his return to the 
G omp er tz  s t age  i s  Z a k 
Edwards, who made his FST 

A silhouette.
A spotlight.
An opening vamp. 
A coffee shop.
A fancy restaurant.
An aisle in the grocery store?

This is the world of The World 
Goes ‘Round, a world not so 
different from our own: a 
world filled with laughter, 
romance, and heartbreak. A 
world where lovers pine for 
each other, where we deal 
with love and loss, engage 
in drama of all kinds, and 
partake in tongue-in-cheek 
conversations on the state of 
the world – namely a startling 
lack of class and the advent of 
“coffee in a cardboard cup.” A 
world that keeps on spinning, 
that keeps on chugging along 
no matter what. A world where 
you need to take advantage of 
every opportunity, roll with 
the punches, and push forward 
through every curveball life 
throws at you – maybe this 
time you’ll win! 

Even more specifically, it’s the 
world of famed songwriting 
team Kander & Ebb, best 
known for their collaboration 
on the musicals Cabaret and 
Chicago, and the score for 
Martin Scorsese’s film New 
York, New York. Originally 
opening off-Broadway in 1991, 
the production has been staged 
all over the world, and features 
some of the greatest songs 
ever written for Broadway and 
beyond, including “All That 
Jazz,” “Maybe This Time,” and 
the theme from New York, 
New York, as well as a host of 
lesser-known songs from their 
catalogue. 

“I think The World Goes ‘Round 
is one of the best musical 
revues ever created,” said 
Producing Artistic Director 

Debut 11 years ago in the 2013 
production of The World Goes 
‘Round! On retackling the same 
role a decade later, Edwards 
had this to say “In some ways, 
it’s a bit intimidating - it’s a 
show that requires a lot of 
stamina and doing it at 40 is 
going to feel a lot different than 
doing it at 29. But I’m excited 
to see how the material hits me 
differently now.”

Rest assured, you don’t need 
to be familiar with the songs 
of Kander & Ebb to enjoy this 
show, and either way you’ll 
be humming the songs on 
your way out of the theatre. 
One of the most accomplished 
partnerships in Broadway 
history, their songs speak to 
anyone and everyone, tapping 
into those unique thoughts 
and experiences that make us 
all human. Their impact on 
musical theatre is undeniable, 
and these two masterfully 
written acts make it very clear 
as to why. 

Start the summer in Sarasota 
off right by cooling off with this 
fun and breezy musical revue. 
The sun is shining around the 
corner, so come where the 
drinks are cold, and the piano’s 
hot. What good is sitting alone 
in your room? Come hear the 
music play! Life is a cabaret, 
old chum, so come to the 
Gompertz Theatre, where The 
World Goes ‘Round will be 
making its rounds starting on 
June 5th.

It’s time for the ol’ Razzle Dazzle!

The World Goes ‘Round
Music by John Kander

Lyrics by Fred Ebb

Begins June 5
FST’s Gompertz Theatre

As our Winter Season cools 
down, our Summer Cabaret 
Series is heating up! Featuring 
songs from the 1960’s to the 
2010’s, the Summer Cabaret 
lineup is bringing new and 
returning artists to FST’s stages.

RHINESTONE COWGIRLS

Opening the Summer Cabaret 
Series is Rhinestone Cowgirls, 
where three powerhouse 
singers take the stage to perform 
fresh arrangements of classic 
and contemporary hits in an 
elegant and authentic journey 
celebrating the evolution of 
country music. 

This sparkling cabaret was 
created by Nancy Allen, the 
same woman behind Divas 
Three from last summer. Allen 
takes the audience favorite 
and gives it a new twist, from 
the powerhouse vocalists to 
the authentic, down-to-earth 
women we all know and love. 
Audiences across the country 
have called Rhinestone Cowgirls 
“Fantastic”, “Amazing”, and 
“High-Energy”. 

“Both country fans and non-
country music fans will love 
this show,” said Allen. “One 
of my favorite comments that 
we get after the show often is,  
‘I didn’t know I was a fan of 
country music until I saw your 
show!’ That is so rewarding 
to hear because I paid special 
attention to creating a show 
where everyone could connect 
to the songs in some way, 
whether a die hard country 
fan or not.”

Returning performers in 
Rhinestone Cowgirls include 
Samantha Duval, Charity 
Farrell, and Gianna Maria. 

All three performers made 
their FST Debut last summer 
in Divas Three, and Duval was 
most recently seen on FST’s 
Mainstage in Little Shop of 
Horrors as Audrey. 

Spanning eight decades of 
country music, Rhinestone 
Cowgirls features songs from 
some of the most legendary 
female vocalists of the genre, 
including “Coal  Miner’s 
Daughter,” “Nine to Five,” and 
“Man, I Feel Like A Woman.” 
This summer, come to FST for 
a boot-scootin’ time with the 
Rhinestone Cowgirls, beginning 
May 21st in FST’s Goldstein 
Cabaret. 

THE MUSIC OF LAUREL 
CANYON FEATURING 
BUFFALO ROME

Next up in the summer lineup 
is The Music of Laurel Canyon 
featuring Buffalo Rome. This 
down-to-earth, acoustic trip 
down memory lane pays 
tribute to the Laurel Canyon 
music scene during the 1960’s 
and 70’s. 

“This Summer: Iconic Artists, Newly 
Imagined” continued on page 3

Pictured: The original cast of “Rhinestone Cowgirls.” Photo courtesy of the artists.

Zak Edwards in FST’s 2013 production of 
The World Goes Round.

Samantha Duval and Charity Farrell in 
“Divas Three.” Photo by John Jones.
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“This Summer: Iconic Artists, Newly 
Imagined” continued from page 1

L a u r e l  C a n y o n  i s  a 
mountainous neighborhood 
in the hills of Los Angeles, 
California.
The region became popular 
with counter-culturalists in 
the 60’s, with many artists such 
as Cass Elliot, Joni Mitchell, 
Carole King, and James Taylor 
calling it home. 

This nostalgic cabaret is 
performed by Buffalo Rome, 
a country folk band from 
Nashville, Tennessee. It will 
make you feel like you traveled 
back in time to when life 
was easier. With songs like 

“Monday, Monday”, “Take It 
To the Limit”, and “California 
Dreamin’”, you’re sure to 
“Take it Easy” with The Music 
of Laurel Canyon featuring 
Buffalo Rome, beginning June 
18th in FST’s Court Cabaret. 

THE FOUR C NOTES

Rounding out the Summer 
Cabaret Series is The Four C 
Notes, an authentic recreation 
of Franki Valli and The Four 
Seasons. This look back at 
one of the popular groups in 
music history features some of 
their greatest hits, including 
“Sherry,” “Can’t Take My Eyes 
Off Of You,” “Let’s Hang On,” 

Pictured above: Pictured: The original 
cast of “The Four C Notes.” Photo 
courtesy of the artists.

and many more. 

The Four Seasons were an 
extremely popular vocal quartet 
that rose to fame in the 1960’s. 
They received many accolades 
over the years, including being 
inducted into the Rock n’ Roll 
Hall of Fame in 1990. 

The Four C Notes was created 
by John Michael Coppola, 
best known for his appearance 
in Chicago’s long-running 
production of the Broadway 
smash hit Jersey Boys.

This high-energy cabaret has 
been described as a “can’t 
miss” by audiences around 

the country. Come join us in 
this breezy throwback to the 
music of our youth in The Four 
C Notes, beginning August 6th 
in FST’s Goldstein Cabaret. 

From a salute to the most 
impactful female country 
music stars and the music that 

towards the “McGillicuddy 
Circle of Friends” received after 
April 1, 2024, will be matched 
dollar for dollar. 

The challenge gift serves to help 
complete Phase 1 of the Arts 
Plaza project which includes 
construction of the 8-story 
building, opening the parking 
garage, and opening three stories 

We are excited to announce the 
generous challenge gift from Ed 
and Susan Maier of $4,000,000 
toward the Arts Plaza. Mr. and 
Mrs. Maier have proposed that 
their challenge gift be used as 
a “one-to-one matching fund” 
to create a “circle of friends” 
to name the Arts Plaza in 
honor of Dennis and Graci 
McGillicuddy. All pledges 

Arts Plaza Matching Gift Challenge
of Artist Housing. The Ed and 
Susan Maier generous match 
challenge fund will position FST 
to break ground on schedule in 
December 2024.

Ed and Susan Maier had 
previously contributed $2 
million towards the Arts Plaza, 
and the Maier Cabaret will 
be named in recognition of 

that gift. The Arts Plaza was 
originally named The Mulva 
Arts Plaza in recognition of 
the leadership gift made by Pat 
and Mary Mulva. However, the 
Mulvas informed the theatre in 
January that they were going to 
relocate to Texas to be closer to 
family. On March 4th of this 
year, they surprised everyone 
at FST’s 50th Anniversary 
Shindig by announcing that 
they were donating the naming 
rights of the building and the 
Mainstage Theatre back to FST.  

“I’m not sure Susan and I 
would have done this had 
the Mulvas not given up the 
naming opportunity,” said 
Mr. Maier “We wanted to 
make sure that Dennis and 
Graci received the proper 
recognition for all that they 
have done for Florida Studio 
Theatre for the last 33 years.”

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e 
Maiers’ commitment, the 
McGillicuddys said, “First of 
all, we want to say directly 

to Ed: ‘Thank you for your 
selfless philanthropy. Your 
gift represents such a deep 
commitment to and belief in 
Florida Studio Theatre and 
its significant contribution 
to making our community 
the wonderful place that it is.’ 
When we first learned that Ed 
chose to have his leadership 
gift reflected in naming the 
Arts Plaza after us, we both 
were brought to tears and felt a 
deep sense of humility. FST has 
been such an integral part of 
our lives here in Sarasota and 
to be honored in such a way 
has touched us to our core!”

For more information or to 
make a contribution in support 
of the Maier Match Challenge 
for the “McGillicuddy Circle 
of Friends” contact Melody 
Mora-Shihadeh, Director of 
Individual Giving, at (941) 
366-9017 at extension 326, 
or by email  at  Melody@
floridastudiotheatre.org.

Youth Playwrights Honored at
Annual Young Playwrights Festival

What do a melted candle, a gi-
ant turtle, and a missing beef 
jerky recipe have in common? 
They’re all featured elements 
of the award-winning plays 
featured in this year’s Young 
Playwrights Festival.

Each year, FST’s WRITE A 
PLAY program brings the joy 
of creativity and playwriting 
to K-12 students in schools 
across the state — and be-
yond! Then, students submit 
their finished works to FST to 
be considered for our annual 
Young Playwrights Festival. 
In this exciting event, FST 
rolls out the red carpet and 
welcomes students, educa-
tors, and families to join us on 
campus in a celebration of the 
thousands of WRITE A PLAY 
submissions received during 
the year. 

“I’m so excited to meet the 
students who have brought 
us these touching and hilari-
ous plays,” said FST Children’s 

Theatre Associate Kacy Jones. 
“It’s also so special to see the 
grown-ups in the room realize 
how talented and passionate 
their young people are about 
playwriting.”

This year’s winning plays rep-
resent a wide variety of genres, 
themes, and styles. For ex-
ample, Big Turtle Problem, 
written by Sebastian Popoca 
— a New Jersey third grader 
— tells a cautionary tale about 
the desire to grow up too fast, 
framed within the story of a 
turtle who literally grows so 
large that he must move to 
the zoo. The piece ends with 
the moving lines: “Sometimes 
it’s okay to be small and hap-
py and not want to grow up 
so fast. Sometimes it’s okay 
to be a small turtle in a big 
world, more than a big turtle 
in a small world.” Other piec-
es take a more comedic bent 
to their storytelling, such as 
the award-winning play West 
Town, by Kingsley Romeo 

Garcia Trujilo. This play, de-
scribed by the playwright as 
a “comedy-action Western,” 
tells an epic (and humorous) 
tale of adventure, revenge, and 
cowboys.

Each of the winning plays is 
performed on the Keating 
Theatre stage by a company of 
professional actors decked out 
with all the colorful costumes 
and zany props they need to 
bring these highly imaginative 
stories to life. Then, all win-
ning and honorable-mention 
playwrights are awarded med-
als and certificates in recogni-
tion of their accomplishments.

“In a world that often prior-
itizes academic and athletic 
success, I am honored to help 
produce this festival that cele-
brates the artistic and creative 
achievements of young people 
in our community,” said Caro-
line Saldivar, FST’s Director of 
Children’s Theatre.

This year’s Young Playwrights 
Festival will also recognize 
the achievements of one ex-
traordinary teacher, who has 
earned the title of this year’s 
Educator of the Year. Sher-
ri Braunstein is a fourth and 
fifth grade teacher at Tatum 
Ridge Elementary School in 
Sarasota, FL. Braunstein has 
been participating in WRITE 
A PLAY for several years, 
and her classrooms have pro-
duced multiple winning plays. 
This year, two of her students’ 
plays — The Bird Who Flew 
the Coop and The Flying Pen-
guin  — will be performed at 
the festival.

“Braunstein is an active par-

Pictured above: Winning playwrights honored at the 2023 Young Playwrights Festival. 
Photo by FST.

ticipant in WRITE A PLAY,” 
said Jones. “Not only does 
she bring the WRITE A 
PLAY tour to her fourth-
grade classrooms, but she has 
also encouraged many fifth-
grade students to submit 
plays to the program. Each 
year, Braunstein goes above 
and beyond in ensuring that 
the fourth and fifth grade stu-
dents of Tatum Ridge make 
their voices heard!”

To learn more about how you 
can join us in helping nurture 
the next generation of play-
wrights, please contact
Melody Mora-Shihadeh at
melody@ floridastudiotheatre.org.

shaped a generation, to The 
Four Seasons’ greatest hits, 
FST’s Summer Cabaret series 
is sure to have you tapping 
your toes and humming 
along all summer long. 
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