
FST has reached a major 
milestone in its am-

bitious expansion plans. 
Thanks to the overwhelm-
ing support of Sarasota’s 
arts-loving community, 
the eight-story Arts Pla-
za now proudly bears 
the name FST McGil-
licuddy Arts Plaza—a 
tribute to the generosi-
ty and legacy of Dennis 
and Graci McGillicuddy. 

This momentous nam-
ing follows the successful 
completion of the Maier 
Match challenge gift, a $4 
Million dollar-for-dollar 
match funded by longtime 
FST supporters Ed and 
Susan Maier. More than 
600 donors came togeth-
er to meet the challenge, 
demonstrating Sarasota’s 
deep commitment to FST 
and its role as a cultural 
cornerstone. 

Now, with $1.4 Million 
left to reach our Phase I 
goal of $46 Million, a new 
anonymous donor has 
stepped forward with a 
$250,000 matching chal-
lenge to help push the 
project over the finish 
line.

A Vision For The Future

FST’s Producing Artistic 
Director Richard Hopkins 
is looking ahead to what 
the McGillicuddy Arts 
Plaza will bring to the 
community. “This is an in-
credibly exciting step for-
ward. The McGillicuddy 

Arts Plaza will offer first-
class housing for visiting 
artists, improved parking 
for audiences, and three 
intimate new theaters 
that will expand our abil-
ity to produce world-class 
American theatre,” Hop-
kins shared. “FST is small 
enough to know you and 
big enough to serve you.”
 
The Plaza was original-
ly named the Mulva Arts 
Plaza, honoring the gen-
erosity of Pat and Mary 
Mulva. However, in a 
stunning gesture at FST’s 
50th Anniversary Shin-
dig in 2024, the Mulvas 
returned the naming 
rights to FST, allowing 
the Maiers to honor the 
McGillicuddys instead.

“You can’t imagine our 
surprise and overwhelm-
ing gratitude when we 
learned that Ed and Su-
san Maier had chosen to 

name the building after 
us,” said Dennis and Gra-
ci McGillicuddy. “FST has 
been an essential part of 
our community and our 
own lives for so many 
years. To see our name 
tied to its future is deeply 
moving. We also extend 
our heartfelt thanks to Pat 
and Mary Mulva, whose 
generosity made this pos-
sible. We are incredibly 
touched and grateful.” 

The Final Push 
 
With the Maier Match 
complete, FST is now 
laser-focused on clos-
ing the final $1.4 Million 

funding gap. To accel-
erate this last phase, an 
anonymous donor has 
pledged to match all do-
nations dollar-for-dollar 
up to $250,000, offer-
ing supporters a chance 
to double their impact. 

said Ed Maier. “It speaks 
volumes about Sarasota’s 
passion for the arts. Now, 
our next step is to ensure 
that Richard and Rebecca 
Hopkins’ full vision for the 
plaza becomes a reality.” 

How You Can Help 

With this final challenge 
in place, FST is calling 
on its supporters to take 
part in shaping the future 
of Sarasota’s arts scene. 
Every donation, large or 
small, will be matched 
dollar-for-dollar, dou-
bling its impact and bring-
ing FST closer to its goal.

Sarasota has proven time 
and again that it values 
and invests in the arts. 
Now, with the finish line 
in sight, the communi-
ty has one last chance to 
make history and bring 
the McGillicuddy Arts 
Plaza to life.

A New Chapter for FST
McGillicuddy Arts Plaza Named 

Support FST
To contribute, contact 

Matthew Glover, 
Director of Development at 

941.366.9017 x326 
mglover@floridastudiotheatre.org

By Abby Jimison

Every night, hundreds of 
people take their seats 

at Florida Studio Theatre, 
each bringing their own 
stories, passions, and gen-
erosity. Among them was 
Mary Jo (Jody) Reston, a 
devoted patron who gave 
quietly throughout her life 
but revealed her extraor-
dinary gift only after her 
passing.

Jody earned a bachelor’s 
degree in English from the 
University of Wisconsin 
and spent 25 years as the 
publisher and business 
manager of The Vine-
yard Gazette in Martha’s 
Vineyard. She was active-
ly involved in communi-
ty initiatives, advocating 
for environmental pres-
ervation and improving 
healthcare quality on the 
island. After her long ca-
reer in journalism, she 
retired to Sarasota in 1999 
and became a dedicated 
patron of the arts.

Jody’s love for theatre be-
gan in 2008 when she be-
came a loyal FST subscrib-
er to the Winter Mainstage 
and Cabaret seasons, nev-
er missing a show. She 
attended audience favor-
ites such as Hairspray, 
Always… Patsy Cline, 
Unchained Melodies, and 
The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time. 
Alongside her attendance, 
she made annual dona-
tions ranging from $200 
to $500, recognizing the 
importance of the arts in 
enriching the community. 

Jody passed away in Feb-
ruary 2024 after a long 
battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease. Her friends and 
family fondly remember 
her as an engaging con-
versationalist who loved 
discussing politics and 
current events. They of-
ten recall her laughter, her 
contagious smile, and her 
indomitable spirit char-
acterized by kindness, 
generosity, and fierce in-
dependence. Jody had an 
endless curiosity about the 
world around her, coupled 
with a love for travel, play-
ing bridge, dining out, and 
supporting the theatre and 
performing arts.

“Mary Jo Reston was a 
steadfast supporter of Flor-
ida Studio Theatre,” shared 
FST’s Managing Director, 
Rebecca Hopkins. “Her 
financial support during 
her lifetime was modest, 
but her loyal presence at 
our programming was 
constant. I spoke with her 
many times over the years, 
but she never shared her 
legacy plans with us.” 

Upon her passing, FST 
was named a beneficiary of 
one-sixth of the remainder 
of Jody’s Trust, along with 
CARE, Doctors Without 
Borders USA, Asolo Rep-
ertory Theatre, Sarasota 
Opera, and Sarasota Bal-
let. In total, FST received 
an astonishing $1.25 
Million from her estate. 

In recognition of her un-
wavering support and be-
lief in the arts, FST will 
honor her legacy by nam-
ing Jody as a Platinum 
Underwriter for our Win-
ter and Summer seasons 
in perpetuity, joining oth-
er generous legacy donors 
Ruth Gluck and Anne H.S. 
Nethercott. By honoring 
her incredible legacy, FST 
reaffirms its commitment 
to the arts and the trans-
formative power they hold 
in our lives and communi-
ties.

Donors like Mary Jo Res-
ton help shape FST's fu-
ture, with legacy gifts 
supporting the theatre’s 
operations while serving 
as a testament to the vital 
role of the arts in commu-
nity building.

Mary Jo RestonMary Jo Reston
Legacy of Passion and
Philanthropy

L to R: Dennis McGillicuddy, Susan and Ed Maier, and Graci McGillicuddy 

“This is the largest 
gift that Susan and I 
have ever given to a 
single organization, 

and seeing the 
community rally 

around it has been 
inspiring,”

By Anyssa Hining
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Legacy Gift
To contribute, contact 

Anyssa Hining, 
Development Manager at 

941.366.9017 x379
ahining@floridastudiotheatre.org
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